n on foot (or

-Go to the P‘ilg‘ri;
Enter, follow the

»

Optional: Di'st%nce Certifigété"
exact kilometres you walked. Pr
your Compostela safe.




*connection

.




The Botafumeiro

The Botafumeiro is one of the most famous symbols of the Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela. This giant thurible, made of silver-plated brass and suspended from the cathedral’s
high vaults, is used to fill the basilica with incense during special ceremonies. It is one of the
largest thuribles in the world, weighing around 80 kg when filled.

. Thetradition dates back to the Middle Ages, when incense was used to purify the air inside the

' cathedral and mask the smell of arriving pilgrims who had walked for weeks. Today, the
Botafumeiro is no longer used for hygiene but remains a powerful ritual, symbolising purification,
.~ celebration, and the spiritual significance of completing the Camino.

During the ceremony, eight specially trained attendants known as tiraboleiros pull on ropes to
swing the Botafumeiro across the transept. At full height, it reaches speeds of over 60 km/h,

Santiago.
The Botafumeiro is not used at every Mass. It appears on major feast days, special pilgrim
celebrations, and occasionally when sponsored by groups. When it does swing, it is considered
one of the most memorable moments of a pilgrim’s journey — a powerful, emotional finale to
reaching _%antiago.
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